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National Education Goals Panel 
(1990-2002)

Definition: Five Dimensions of Early 
Development and Learning

(1) physical well-being and motor development; 
(2) social and emotional development; 
(3) approaches toward learning; 
(4) language development; and 
(5) cognition and general knowledge. 



Good Start, Grow Smart (2002)

States develop guidelines for early learning:
3-5 year olds
Literacy and Math (at least)

2000:  12 States had ELGs for 4-year olds
2003:  36 States had ELGs
2010:  all States have ELGs for 3-5; 30 for 0-3





Are ELGs aligned with 5 domains?

48 have physical health and development guidelines
48 have social-emotional
34 have approaches to learning (curiosity, initiative, 
persistence) 
50 have guidelines for literacy
Many have cognition/general knowledge:

– 49 math
– 48 social studies
– 46 science
– 41 creative arts





National School Readiness Indicators 
Initiative (2001-2004)

SR Equation:
ready families + 
ready communities + 
ready services + 
ready schools = 

children ready for school





National Governors’ Association:  Task 
Force on School Readiness (2005)

ready states, 
ready schools, 
ready communities, 
ready families, 
ready children





Early Learning Guidelines 
(Outcomes for Children)

Standards 
for 

Practitioners

Standards 
for 

Programs
(QRIS)

Aligned Industry-Wide EC&E Standards
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Purposes of Assessment

Plan teaching for a particular child/report 
progress to the child’s family
Screen a child for developmental delays
Accountability for effectiveness of a 
program (school, center)
Measure readiness of a large group of 
children (city, county, state)



Assessment Challenges

Assessments must be reliable, valid, fair for 
each specific purpose
Always developmentally and linguistically 
appropriate
For school readiness, ‘multiple domain’ i.e., 
broad to match child development and 
learning (i.e., not just literacy)
Assessments must be worth the time and 
effort to conduct





Kindergarten readiness assessment in 
the states 2010

Half the states require some assessment of 
children in K
Just 7 states track readiness statewide 
(ready, in progress, not ready – AK, CT, FL, 
HI, MD, MN and VT) 
2 states (HI and VT) also assess the 
readiness of schools



What’s next?
The Early Development Inventory…

EDI is used nationally in Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, Chile, Jamaica
Multi-domain, predictive of performance 
through Grade 5
Results reported by neighborhood
Paired with asset maps of community
United Way: 20 communities piloting in US





Questions?  Comments….


