[image: ]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE				Contact:  Tracy Zimmerman
Date: 	March 16, 2010		              	Phone:  tzimmerman@smartstart.org; 919-821-9564


Smart Start Board Chair Responds to New Duke Study Showing 
Smart Start Improves Outcomes for Children 

Background: Today, Duke University announced preliminary findings of research examining the effects of Smart Start and More at Four on educational outcomes in North Carolina. Researchers asked: Do dollar investments for these initiatives lead to improvements in education outcomes for all a county’s children? Key findings include:
· Third-graders have higher standardized reading and math scores and lower special education placement rates in those counties that had received relatively more funding for Smart Start and More at Four when these children were younger. 

· The favorable effects for each program are independent of each other and increment each other, so that the best outcomes hold for children exposed to more of each program.

· The favorable effects hold for families with low maternal education AND for families with high maternal education. The effects for both initiatives are larger for families with low maternal education than for families with high maternal education.

Dr. Olson Huff, board chair of The North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc., the organization that leads Smart Start
“While timely, the findings from Duke University should come as no surprise. Smart Start was created based on research that experiences early in life can have a lasting impact on later learning. The Duke findings bear that out. When we prioritize young children and invest in that priority, we help all children succeed. What an incredible return on our investment.

This research confirms that dollars invested in Smart Start lead to improvements in education outcomes for all children. This is exactly what Smart Start was created to do— solve the troubling problem of children coming to school not prepared to learn. And it is exactly why North Carolina must continue to fund Smart Start at the highest levels. It is a model that works. 

The research also reinforces the fact that quality matters. 

By high quality, I mean protecting children’s health and safety and promoting children’s development. In a child care program that high quality means small group sizes; stable, nurturing caregivers with training and education in child development; and stimulating and age-appropriate activities and daily routines. 

It was a uniquely North Carolina solution that relied and continues to rely on organizing communities to do the state’s work. It comes from the same innovative spirit that inspires charter schools and other private sector innovations.  There was and continues to be no other structure like it in the state. Smart Start is a public/private partnership. The public part of this deal is the state’s financial commitment to young children. The private part is an independent, private statewide nonprofit, 77 independent, private, community-based nonprofits, and the thousands of local private organizations, some for-profit and some non-profit that come to the table with schools, health departments and other agencies to address the unique needs of young children.  This model customizes education solutions to meet the needs of families and communities. In addition, the “private” part of this relationship brings people and dollars to the table that would not come otherwise. NCPC and Smart Start local partnerships raise millions of dollars of private funding, something government agencies do not do. 

North Carolinians are proud of Smart Start. It is not an understatement to say that it birthed a nationwide trend in rethinking early childhood education. We were the first state in the nation to create an early childhood system. States across the country have come to us to learn about and replicate our model. In fact the W.K. Kellogg Foundation made a multi-million dollar, multi-year grant to NCPC to help other states do just that.

For more information about Smart Start  visit www.smartstart.org or contact your local Smart Start partnership.
###
 The earliest years of childhood are critical. Experiences during this time literally shape the structure of the brain. Because today’s children are tomorrow’s leaders, parents and workers, everyone has a stake in making sure all children have the experiences they need to thrive. Smart Start is the system that brings together all the people involved in a young child’s life—families, teachers, doctors, caregivers, social workers, and many others—to ensure every child has all they need for healthy growth and development. For more information, visit www.smartstart.org.
The North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc.
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