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Growth Largely Urban and Coastal!

2 Funded by the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation   www.smartinvestingnc.org 



Household Composition!
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NC Race and Ethnicity!
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Uninsured!
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Poverty!
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NC and US Poverty Rate (1980-2008) 

The NC poverty rate of 14% in 
2008 was 13th highest in the US. 
•  More than 500,000 households 

live in poverty. 
•  1 in 5 children in poverty. 



Household Poverty!
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Household Poverty!
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Annual Wage (2009)!
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Unemployment Rate!
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3rd Grade Students Proficient on End of 
Grade Math Test (2007-2008)!
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Proficiency is defined as  
at or above Level III 



3rd Grade Students Proficient on End of 
Grade Reading Test (2007-2008)!
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Proficiency is defined as  
at or above Level III 



Cohort High School Graduation Rate 
(2007)!
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The 4-year cohort graduation rate is based on the number of students entering in 2003-04 as ninth graders who graduated in 2006-07 
school year or earlier.  (Cohort - The number of students from a single age group or specific grade over a period of time) 



15 Funded by the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation   www.smartinvestingnc.org 

30.7% 

17.5% 

12.9% 

90.1% 

80.7% 

60.8% 

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

White 

 Black 

 Hispanic 

Completed Education: U.S. (2008)!
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Completed Education!
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Sources!
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“The Economic Wellbeing of North Carolina,” a report prepared by Eric Nichols for the Z Smith Reynolds Foundation November 
20, 2009 

 U.S. Census Bureau, Population, Population change and estimated components of population change: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 
2008 (NST-EST2008-alldata) 

US Census Bureau 

UNC Program on Public Life, US Census 

US Census Bureau 2000 through 2008 

US Census Bureau P4 (2000) 

U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (2008) 

US Census Bureau P89 (2000) 

US Census Bureau SF3 P89 (2000) 

NC Employment Security Commission 

Employment Security Commission of North Carolina, 2009 

Action for Children NC Kids Count Data Center, www.kidscount.org/datacenter  (A Project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation) 

NC Department of Public Instruction 

US Census Bureau P37 (2000) 


